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he should set for himself suitable specific standards of ac-
curacy and precision.
That learning must bring satisfaction if progress is to be
made, is a fundamental principle supported by both experi-
mentation and home and classroom experience. However,
more work needs to be done to ascertain what constitutes
satisfaction for a particular child at any given time. The
parent's or teacher's approval, especially in the presence of
his gang, may give a twelve-year-old the opposite of satis-
faction. Some children actually enjoy being scolded because
it represents an exciting occasion. A few even get satisfac-
tion from corporal punishment. Unless the experimenter
definitely knows that what he labels "blame'* or "punish-
ment" really is distasteful to the subject, he cannot generalize
as to the effect of praise and blame on learning. Until
parents and teachers can enter a child's world and really
know what gives him satisfaction and annoyance, they cannot
expect to apply the important principle of satisfaction to his
education.
When learning satisfies some real need or furthers some
cherished purpose, it is inherently satisfying. The right
time for acquiring any type of attainment is, as Thorndike
has said, the time when one needs it. A definite goal with
a knowledge of the results one is achieving evokes more
effort than an indefinite goal without knowledge of results.
Superficial rewards and punishments cannot compensate for
a task that is inherently unsuitable to the child or one that
he attacks blindly.
If a child with sufficient ability becomes discouraged be-
cause he does not see improvement, the teacher may help
him surmount this point by giving him some special instruc-
tion and by assuring him that he has not yet reached the
limit of his skill. The teacher should encourage him to
keep on trying, confident that thereby he will make further
progress.
General Considerations in Learning and Teaching.—
From the standpoint of guidance the large number of in-
vestigations of errors made in various subjects make only

